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“We are absolutely thrilled
to have received the visa!

Words cannot express how
grateful we are for your

team’s unwavering support
throughout this journey. 

We truly admire your
outstanding professionalism
and expertise, which made 

all the difference.”

Client Testimonial 



About us

We provide practical legal
assistance that gets 
“to the heart of what matters.” 
No jargon, we get straight to it.

Cost-effective: We are dedicated to providing
competitive pricing for our services. Your
interests are our priority.

Size: We are not the biggest or the smallest!
Our team of more than 80 staff are well-
resourced to ensure high-quality work, yet
can still be fast-moving and nimble. We are
not constrained by resources nor rigid
processes.

Location: We understand the importance and
dynamics of local knowledge and operations.

Innovative: Sometimes things call for a
different approach. We enjoy being a law firm
who challenge the way law firms traditionally
work with their clients. 

Client-focussed: We prioritise forming strong
relationships with clients and gaining a better
understanding of their needs. Our advice is
not one-size-fits-all, rather bespoke solutions
to each client’s unique situation.

We have experience in all
aspects of immigration law
and offer professional,
reliable and comprehensive
legal advice and assistance
with your immigration needs.

We understand the confusion
arising when faced with so
many different immigration
categories and policies. 
Our goal is to serve you in a
professional and efficient way
by assessing your immigration
status, giving you realistic
options and preparing your
applications (in consultation
with you).
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You will need a student visa if you plan to study for more than three months in NZ.

You can apply for the following types of student visas depending on your study purpose::

1.  Fee Paying Student Visa – Apply if you:

Want to study full-time in NZ,

Are enrolled with an approved education provider,

Are paying the full course fees as an international student.

2.  Pathway Student Visa – Apply if you:

Intend to study up to three consecutive courses on a single student visa,

Have an offer of place from a Pathway education provider.

3.  Guardian of a Student Visitor Visa – Apply if you:

Wish to live with and care for your child in NZ,

Have a child who is an international, fee-paying student, aged 17 or younger.

If you want to work after completing your studies, you may be eligible for a Post-Study Work

Visa, provided you meet the relevant requirements.

   4. If you wish to:

Reunite with a partner who holds a work or student visa, or

Study as a dependent child of a work or student visa holder, please refer to our 

“A GUIDE TO REUNITING WITH YOUR FAMILY” for more details.
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W H O  N E E D S  A  S T U D E N T  V I S A

New Zealand (NZ) is internationally recognised as
providing a high-quality educational system making it
a popular choice for students worldwide. 

We are here to guide you through the process and
offer tips to make your application smoother.



W H E N  Y O U  N E E D  T O  A P P L Y

Immigration New Zealand (INZ) recommends applying at least three months before your intended
travel date. During peak periods, such as October to February, processing times may be longer, so
apply as soon as your study plans are finalised.

W H A T  Y O U  N E E D  T O  P R E P A R E

For a Fee Paying Student Visa
Valid Passport: Your passport must be valid for at least three months after your planned
departure date from NZ.
Chest X-Ray/Medical Examination: May be required depending on the duration of your stay.
Police Certificate: May be required depending on the length of your stay.
Evidence of Genuine Intentions: Provide proof of your study intentions, such as: a study plan,
previous student visa history, personal circumstance.
Offer of Place: Must be provided unless you are a returning student. 
Tuition fees: Evidence of tuition fee payment, unless applying overseas or if exempt.
Sufficient funds: You must show proof of funds for living expenses and a travel ticket to
leave NZ. Alternatively, a “Sponsorship for Temporary Entry” form or a “Financial Undertaking
for a Student” form can be completed by an acceptable sponsor.
Medical and Travel Insurance: You must have full insurance coverage for your stay.
Academic/Attendance Requirements: Returning students must show evidence of academic
progress and attendance.
Permission to Work: If you are aged 16 or 17 and wish to work part-time, you need written
permission from your school and parent/guardian.
Parent or Legal Guardian: Students aged nine or younger must be accompanied by a
parent or legal guardian unless they will live in an NZQA-approved school hostel.

For a Pathway Student Visa, in addition to the requirements for a Fee Paying Student Visa, you
will need:

A valid study pathway offer or a letter(s) of support from Pathway Education Providers.



For a Guardian of a Student Visitor Visa, besides the requirements for passport, health,
character, and genuine intent, you will need:
Proof your child is 17 or younger and enrolled in school years 1-13.
Your child’s current student visa.
Legal documents (e.g., birth certificate, adoption papers) proving you are the child’s parent
or guardian.
Sufficient funds to support your living expenses and a travel ticket to leave NZ.
Medical Costs: You must agree to cover your healthcare costs, with full medical insurance
recommended.

 For a Post-Study Work Visa, besides the requirements for passport, health, character, and
genuine intent, you will need:

Proof of an eligible qualification in NZ.
A copy of your qualification or a confirmation letter from your education provider.
For degree level 7 or above, you must have studied full-time for at least 30 weeks in NZ.
For non-degree level 7 or below, the qualification must be on the list eligible for a Post-
Study Work Visa.

Application timing: Apply within three months of your student visa expiry, or within six
months if granted a visa for doctoral studies.

Doctoral students may apply after submitting their thesis.
Sufficient Funds: You must show evidence of sufficient funds to support your living expenses.

H O W  T O  A P P L Y

Online: The quickest and easiest way to apply is online via the INZ’s website. Highly
recommend apply online.
Paper Application: You can also submit a paper application at a NZ Visa Application Centre.
The details of receiving centre are based on the country you live.

Please ensure you upload or attach all necessary documents when submitting your
application. Also, you must provide English translations for any evidence is not in English.



T IPS

Study Plan: A clear study plan can strengthen your visa application and help with future
applications.

Attendance and Progress: Student visa holders must maintain satisfactory attendance
and academic progress. If facing difficulties, contact your education provider or us for
advice.

Changes to Course/Programme: You may change your course or programme with a valid
reason. Contact us if you are uncertain about the impact of these changes.

Student’s Work Rights: Typically, student visa holders may work up to 20 hours per week
during term time and full-time during school holidays, but not all student visa holders are
allowed to work, so it is important to check your visa conditions. 

Guardian’s Work Rights: Guardians on a student visitor visa cannot work in NZ unless they
apply for a variation. Contact us if you would like assistance with a variation application on
advice other visa options.

Employment Conditions on Post-Study Work Visas: If you completed a non-degree
qualification, ensure you understand any employment restrictions associated with your
visa.
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Other free guides at parryfield.com include:
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https://parryfield.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Home/ES4TuIGXc3tPlVGdjwqo21IByWzMakNQLL377fmDnmatzA?e=47juQe




These materials remain the property of Parry Field Lawyers Limited. 
If you wish to use them, please acknowledge the source (Parry Field Lawyers).

Notice of Disclaimer: Please note that this guide is not a substitute for legal advice and you
should contact your lawyer about your specific situation. Please feel free to contact us by

email immigration@parryfield.com or by phone +64 3348 8480
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